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Adapted with permission from WorkSafeBC.

Vehicle engines are powerful machines 
with many moving parts. They have the 
potential to cause serious injury, so care 
and attention is required at all times.

AUTO MECHANICS TOOLBOX TALK 

EXAMPLES OF HAZARDS
•	 Contact with moving parts such as drive belts,  

pulley or fans

•	 Electric shock

•	 Burns

•	 Carbon monoxide poisoning ? 

ENGINE 
SAFETY

SAFETY TIPS
1.  Remove rings, metal watches and 

bracelets, and loose clothing such 
as a scarf before working on any 
engine.

2. Tie back long hair.

3. Keep your hands away from 
moving parts.

4. Use extreme caution around 
engine fans which may strike 
you, fling things at you, start 
unexpectedly, or catch dangling 
leads or strings.

5. Avoid touching hot engine parts.

6. Do not run engines in enclosed, 
indoor spaces and always guard 
against carbon monoxide 
poisoning.

7. Avoid electric shock from battery 
or ignition systems.

8. Never open the radiator cap on 
a hot engine—allow the engine 
to cool for at least an hour before 
attempting to open the cap. Even 
then, use extreme caution. Place 
a rag over the cap, then loosen it 
slowly to the first detent or stop. 
At this point any pressure and 
steam should be released. Wait 
until all pressure has escaped 
before removing the cap the rest 
of the way.

Carbon Monoxide (CO) is a colourless, 
odorless and tasteless gas. CO 
poisoning is a relatively common 
injury caused by breathing in too 
much of the gas. Symptoms include: 
headache, dizziness, weakness, 
vomiting, chest pain and confusion. 
If you suspect Carbon Monoxide 
poisoning move into a well ventilated 
space as soon as possible.


